Influence of blood parasites on the body mass of passeriform birds.
Body masses of 3,739 birds representing immature and adult males and females of 15 species of passeriforms (both uninfected and infected with Haemoproteus spp. and Leucocytozoon spp.) were compared. There was some interaction among year, month and area of capture for several host species, but there was no discernible effect of either parasite genus on body mass. There were no effects due to high intensity parasitemia for eight host species examined. Either parasitism does not cause loss of body mass, or the techniques used were too insensitive to separate effects of parasitism from other natural causes.